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                                                                                     Великие изобретения человечества.  

Алгоритм действия такой:  

1. Прочитать и перевести текст.  

2. Ознакомиться с изобретениями. 

3. Сделать упражнения по теме. 

4. Написать сообщение по теме. 

                                Inventions in our life. 
From space shuttles to eye-glasses, from air-conditioning to the Internet – inventions of the last 
centuries have completely transformed our lives and our world. The era of fascinating 
discoveries has changed the way we communicate, the way we spend our free time. The machine 
gun has made our world more dangerous, the parking meter – more expensive and refrigerators 
have changed our eating habits. We can’t imagine our life without electricity and domestic 
electric appliances today such as microwave ovens, toasters, washing-machines, dish-washers, 
vacuum cleaners, irons and many others. Our world is also impossible without modern means of 
transport: cars, trains, ships or airplanes. 

I am really amazed by the greatest medical inventions of penicillin, anaesthetic, contact lenses, 
X-rays and many others.  Penicillin is the name of an antibiotic that is used to kill dangerous 
bacteria in our bodies. This medicine was discovered in 1928 by Alexander Fleming. Many 
people worldwide stopped dying when their wounds had got infected. Of course, it is impossible 
to count how many lives have been saved by penicillin, but some estimate that it is about 200 
million.  As for X-rays, they were discovered by Wilhelm Rontgen in 1895 by accident. X-ray 
machines produced images of different parts in the human body. And since then they have been 
widely used for analyzing problems with bones, teeth and organs. Today they are also used at 
airports for luggage inspection. 

I must say that some inventions are quite strange and funny. Among them are food fans (for 
making your hot food cool enough to eat), heated toilet seats or devices that translate dog 
barking. As for weapons, cigarettes and fast food, I believe they are the worst mankind 
inventions. Modern inventions should make our life easier and better, but they must not cause 
health problems or destroy our planet. 

Television (1920s) 
The invention that swept the world and changed leisure habits for countless millions was 
pioneered by Scottish-born electrical engineer John Logie Baird. It had been realised for some 
time that light could be converted into electrical impulses, making it possible to transmit such 
impulses over a distance and then reconvert them into light. 
Motor Car (Late 19th Century) 
With television, the car is probably the most widely used and most useful of all leisure-inspired 
inventions. German engineer Karl Benz produced the first petroldriven car in 1885 and the 
British motor industry started in 1896. Henry Ford was the first to use assembly line production 
for his Model Т car in 1908. Like them or hate them, cars have given people great freedom of 
travel. 
Electricity 
The name came from the Greek word for amber and was coined by Elizabeth I's physician 



William Gilbert who was among those who noticed that amber had the power to attract light 
objects after being rubbed. In the 19th century such great names as Michael Faraday, Humphry 
Davy, Alessandro Volta and Andre Marie Ampere all did vital work on electricity. 
Photography (Early 19th Century) 
Leonardo da Vinci had described the camera obscura photographic principle as early as 1515. 
But it was not until 1835 that Frenchman Louis Daguerre produced camera photography. The 
system was gradually refined over the years, to the joy of happy snappers and the despair of 
those who had to wade through friends' endless holiday pictures. 
Telephone (1876) 
Edinburgh-born scientist Alexander Graham Bell patented his invention of the telephone in 
1876. The following year, the great American inventor Thomas Edison produced the first 
working telephone. With telephones soon becoming rapidly available, the days of letter-writing 
became numbered. 
Computer (20th Century) 
The computer has been another life-transforming invention. British mathematician Charles 
Babbage designed a form of computer in the mid-1830s, but it was not until more than a century 
later that theory was put into practice. Now, a whole generation has grown up with calculators, 
windows, icons, computer games and word processors, and the Internet and e-mail have 
transformed communication and information. 
Aeroplane 
 
The plane was the invention that helped shrink the world and brought distant lands within easy 
reach of ordinary people. The invention of the petrol engine made flight feasible and the 
American Wright brothers made the first flight in 1903. 

Упражнение 1. Расставьте слова по порядку. Переведите получившиеся предложения. 
1. have – Britain – several – I – to – times – been 
2. Spain – since – she – lived – in – 1994 – has 
3. I – coffee – made – already – for – have – you five – married – have – they – years – 

been – for 
4.  
5. never – Bob – a bike – has – had 

Упражнение 2. Поставьте наречия из скобок в нужное место. 
1. Have you washed your hands? (already) 
2. We have phoned the doctor. (just) 
3. Has she ridden a horse? (ever) 
4. I have danced the tango. (never) 
5. The train hasn’t arrived. (yet) 

Упражнение 3. Составьте предложения в Present Perfect, используя for (в течение) 
или since (с тех пор как). 

1. We – know – him – six months. 
2. Jack – not – play – hockey – last winter. 
3. Mary – be – a real friend – our childhood. 
4. They – live – in Tokyo – a long time. 
5. My Dad – work – as a builder – three years. 

 

 

Homework: 1. Написать сообщение на тему “ Inventions in our life“. 2.Сделать 
упражнения. 
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